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take to be derived from the later legend regarding Bh&vaviveka,
which is preserved by Hwen Thsang. This holy priest, wishing
to behold the future Buddha, Maitreya, fasted for three years,
while he continually repeated the mystical verses called
dhdranis. At the end of that time Avalokiteswara appeared to
him and instructed him to return to his native country of
Dhanakakata, and in front of a cavern to the south of the town
to recite with perfect faith the dhdranis, or mystical versis,
addressed to Vajra-p&ni, when his wish would be accomplished.
At the end of three years more Vajra-pdni appeared to him,
and taught him a secret formula which had power to open the
cavern in the palace of the Aswas, where the future Buddha
was dwelling. After three years spent in the recitation of these
secret dhdranis, the rock opened, and Bhdvaviveka bidding
farewell to the multitude, who were afraid to follow him,
entered the cavern, which immediately closed upon him arid he
was no more seen. As this miraculous legend of the dhdranis
was the popular belief of Dhanakakaia in the seventh century,
the place would naturally have been known amongst the
people as Dh&rani-koUa, or the "Cavern of the Dh&rani
Miracle."
From the mention of Dhtwakakata in the cave inscriptions
of the first and second centuries of the Christian era, we might
expect to find some trace of the name in the Geography of
Ptolemy. But instead of this we find a people named Afuarni,
or Avarni, occupying the country below the Maisbhts, or Goda-
vari river, with a capital called Malanga, the residence of King
Bassaronaga. As Malanga is placed between the two rivers
Maisolus and Tyna, its position corresponds with that of JK//tfrr
close to which are the remains of the old capital named Vengi,
which are still known as Pedda and Chinna Vegit or Great and
Little Vegi.*- That Malanga was in this neighbourhood is
proved by the existence of the name at the present day in
Bandar-Malanga, or the "port of Mal&nga," a small town on
1.   See Map No. XIII.